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A ſincere Well-wiſher to the Honour and 
Intereſt of his Country. 


Nehemiah 5. Chap. 5, 6, 7, 8. verſes. 
Tet now onr fliſh is as the fleſh of our Brethren, our Children as their Chil. 


dren: Aud lo, ne bring into bonaage our Sons and our Daughters, 
to be ſervants, and ſome of our Daughters are brought into bondage already, 
neither is it in our power t0 redeem thems= - == == And I was very angry 
when I heard their cry, and theſe words. Then I conſulted with my Fo , 
and I rebuked the Nobles, and the Rulers, and ſaid unto them, you exatt 
uſury, every one of his Brother, - - = === And will you even ſell your Bres 
threw © > == -= = 1 hen held they their peace, and found aothing to anſwer, 


Read the whole Chapter. 
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and other Domeſtick Improvements 


of the Kingdom SCC. 


S the Wiſeſt of Governments, Have in all ages eſteemed 
the well-Peopling of a Nation to be one of the chief 
Bleſſings thereof, {o they have always look'd upon the 
depopulating of a Country, as the undoubted fore-run- 
ner of Deſolation and Miſery, knowing very well that 

without great numbers of hands, neither Agriculture, Trade, Manyu- 

factories or any other Improvement whatſoever can poſſibly be carried 

' on to any conſiderable degree. 

'T was the conſideration of this that raiſed a Noble Emulation 
between the Legillators of the feveral Common-wealths of Greece, which 
of them ſhouldexcell each other in framing ſuch Rules of Government as 
might moſt efteCtually; not only encreale the numbers of their Inhabi- 
tants, but alſo employ them to the advantage of the Stzte, inſuch man- 
ner, as that none of them mighr either be reduced to want at home, 
or forced to wander abroad for their Bread: And *twas vpon ſuch 
Topicks as thele, thatthoſe Noble Grecian Worthies fam'd in Story, 
have built the greatneſs, encreas'd the Riches, and eftabliſh'd the 
duration of their Cities for many ages: For confirmation of all which [ 
refer to Nenophox's excellent Dilcourle upon improving the Revenue of 
the State of Athens, where,throughout the whole Treatiſe, he inculcates 
that admirable Maxim, 1 hat the true wealth and greatneſs of a Nation 
conſiſts in numbers of People well 1mployed, | 
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Theſe were likeways the Motives that induced the generous and 
wiſe Romans to enfranchite even thoſe very Nations whom they had 
ſubdued by the force of their conquering Arms, to all the priviledges 
of their City, when 1n its greateſt Glory:; and if they had not done fo, 
they had neither been Wiſe nor Great, for when thereafter Corruption 
begun by degrees to creep . into their Government, and that Uſurpa- 
tion and Tyranny had overturn'd the laudable Conſtitutions of the firſt 
Founders of their Greatnels, by purſuing quite contrary meaſures, 
with relation to the Intereſt and Liberties of their Subjedts, many 
of rhe rcmoteſt Provinces begun to revolt and ſhift for themſelves, 
their Citizens were def{pirited and over-aw'd by Mercenary Bands at 
home, and the whole by a general detection became of courſe an eaſy 
conquelt to a ſwarm of Goths and Varaals, who ſoon over-ſpread all Italy. 

| Norneed we look {o far back into the TranſaQtions of former Ages 
for in{tances of the differeateftects ofa good and bad conſtitution, with 
reſpectto the Peopling and Diſpeopling of a Nation, when ſcarce a year 
palles without ſome new Acts, Edicts, or Declarations,in fome or other of 
our Neighbouring Kingdoms, States, Common-Wealths or free Citics, 
for naturalizing Strangers, inſtead of allowing their own SubjeQs ro be 
carried away, as uſelets Members, to any Forreign Region, where they 
are to have no benefit by them: And was it not by reaſon of this 
naturalization alone, how 1s it conceivable that the Hollanders from a 
Poor, inconſiderable, diſtreſs*d People, ſupported chiefly by the politick 
Compaſſon of Queen E/:zabeth, and poſleſiing only a little quagmire (if 
in compariſon T may ſocall it) ſhould in a few years time become Rivals 
to the greateſt Potentates in Exrope, and fo prodigiouſly powertul in the 
Eat-Iadies, that all the Potentates 1n Exrope jointly conſidered, cannot 
juſtly be reckon'd Rivals to them there? and this is chiefly owing to the 
excellence of that conſtitution in their Government, rhet their Rulers 
take care to contrive and find means for imploying all Stragglers what- 
ſoever ſo advantagiouſly, that not a Beggar 1s to be teen in all 
Holland. 

Now on the other hand let us caſt our Eyes on Spazz, once the Tere. 
rour of Exrope, And it we but conſider the narrownels of its Conſtitu- 
tions, what infinity of - Reſtrictions, Prohibitions, Limitations and 
plaguey Inquuitions, not only Strangers, but even 1tsown Natives, are 
{ubjected to, we ſhall ſoon perceive the natural and true Caule of the 
Declenſion of that powerful Monarchy : Whereas moſt.certain it is, that 
if, in place of their damnable Courts of Inquiſition, they had erected a 
Cour: for ſetting all their Idle Dos or rather Drozes at work, and tor 
naturalizing all Mankind ; T hat Crown might, with the help of its 
Tadian Mines, have long betore now given Laws to the Univerſe. 

And tho? the Ambitious Monarch of Frazce has, for many years by- 
paſt, had all his Ingineers at work;for laying the Foundation of an univertal 
Empire, which he has been all this time graſping at, yet many wile Men 
are of Opinion, that he has not been 1o far miittaken 1nany of all thoſe 
meaſures which he projected tor that end, as in thatot depopulating ſo 
greata part of his 1Zominions by the cruel pertecution of many 'Thou- 
lands of his beſt and molt induitrious Proteſtant Subjects: But wint- 
ever may bein this, *tis certain He never was willing they OR 
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either go, or be carried to the Dominions or Service cf any other For- 
reign Prince or State; as appears by the many fevere and {trict Orders 
iflued forth daily, for topping and apprehending luch of them as endea- 
vour to make their eſcape. 

*Tis true, There are fome of the Northernmoſt Nations of Exrope, ſo 
produQtive of Men, and fo little addicted to improvements in Arts or 
Mc nufaQories,that,now and then,they can very well {pare {ome Fleeces 
of thoſe lien to other Nations, who can better imploy them; yer even 
theſe too, are ſar from allowing the very meaneſt of their {uperfluous 
Men to be carried away,or employed by any Forreign power;except upon 
certain valuable conſiderations and conditions ſtipulated by publick Trea- 
ties with the teveral States to which they belong; engaging likewiſe 
that, in the mean time, rhey be not only honourably treated and pay*d as 
Auxiliaries, but be allo at ful: freedom to return again ro their own 
reſpective Countries at pleaſure, or when call'd tor, after the expiration 
of the tine limited by "Treaty as aforeſaid. 

Thus we ſee that tho' the Northern Crowns of Swedlazd and Dex 
mark, moſt of the Princes of Germazy, the Swiſs-Cantons and others, 
have their PNominions often rhrearned with ſcarcity of Corn and 
Proviſions, by reafon of the Barrenneſs of their foil, and that 
tho? the Coldneſs of their Climates, and the want of ſubje&t- 
matter does not perhaps admit of any great Home-!mprovements 
in moſt of thoſe places, yet they have tound means to employ their 

2are-men fo advantagiouſly during all rhe laſt War, that they are 
thereby conſiderably richer, and much more honoured and reſpected 
by their Neighbour-Kingdoms and States, than when the War firſt 
begun. 

But that eirher of theſe, or any other free and independent Kingdom, 
State, or Common-wealth in the whole Chriſtan Worid (excepting Scot= 
{and alone) have ever to this hour, ſuffered even the very meaneſt 
their People (yea the worlt of their MaletaQtors) to be carried away by 
Strangers, and fold as Slaves, under the ſpecious name of Servants, to 
the Plantations of Forreigne:s, is a point that cannot be made appear, 
either from Hiſtory, "Tradition, or the practice and common experience 
of our own time. 

Now, How it comes to paſs that Sco:/and ſhould be the only Chriſtian 
Nation in the univerſe, that ſuffers it ſelf to run the hazard of being 
diſpeopled, cfnecially after ſo diſgraceful a ranner and that its Com- 
mons are the only free-born People in Exrope, whote unhappy fate ir is 
to fall under the lamentable predicament of being Slaves to Forreigners, 
is a Caſe worthy of our enquiry,yea ſuch a Cate that, upon due intorma- 
tion of matter of FaCt, *ris not to be doubted but that rhele in Authority 
will (I hope) quickly puta ſtop to this intolerable growing Evil. | 

It is the great misfortune of Scoz/ard, thar ſome of 1ts own unnatural 
brood (as being, altogether unſuſpected, becaute of their preſum*d na- 
tural afteEtion to the place of their Nativity) are made ule of (whether 
delignedly or by chance they know beſt) as Mercenary Tools to enf{nare 
and baſely enflave their own Fellow-tree-born Subjects: For by this 
means it 1s, that ſeveral Ez2/iſh Merchants and others, who formerly 
Traded and {ent Ships to the Coalt of Africa, tor buying and carrying 
Slaves from thence to the ſeveral Plantations of America, have _ of 

B ate ' 


ES) 
late fan upon an eaſier way of being ſerved much cheaper, better, and 
more expeditiouſly nearer home; And that by the following method. 

They firſt take in {ome Sco?s Merchants, FaQtors or others Reliden- 
ters in Lodos, to be Part-owners in the Property of Ship and Cargo; 
then thele New-Adventurers write to their Relations, Freinds, Acquaint- 
ances, FaQtors and Correſpondents here, who upon the arrival of Ship 
and Commander,with credential Letters, and other neceſlaries for carch- 
ing the Prey, are like as many Spanial-Doggs to hunt and ſer the 
poor Birds, till they are once got within the Fowlers Net: Thus and by 
{uch like ways and means fome few Thouſands of Souls (as I am credi- 
| bly inform”d, and doth partly conſiſt with my own knowledge) have, 
within the compaſs of theſe two years laſt paſt, been carried our of this 
Kingdom, and {old ar vaſt rates to ſome or other of the Pladtations in 
America, And theſe Men-{ellers finding the ſweet of gain, by what 
means ſoever it come, have now hve or {ix Ships in the River Ce, 
and two Ships in the River Forth taking 1n Servants (as they call theſe 
poor deluded Wretches) and Proviſions, for the Plantations of Forreigners; 
beſides ſeveralother Ships that have ſaiPd very lately with the like Cirgo's 
from Aberdeen, Montroſe, and Leith-road, to the indelible ſtain and re- 
proach, as well as unſpeakable loſs of the whole Kingdom. | 

Bur ſince there was never yet in the World any caule {o bad” be it what 
it will) but that Money,Relation,and Intereſt could always tind Advocates 
in plenty,to plead in its behalf, itis not to be ſuppoſed but thet this Cauſe 
has its Champions too; And therefore ro do boti it and rhe adverſe 
party fair play as near asI can, I ſhall impartially muſter and ſtate all 
the Arguments that everT heard, or (asIthink) can poſſibly be adduced 
in favour of this modern practice, and endeavour to obviar the tallacies 
of theſe Arguments in ſuch manner, as that (T hope ) he rhat runs may 
ſee the weak fide and evil conſequences of ſuch pernicious prattices; 
and then after all, I ſhall humbly offer ſome Reaſons, why the carrying 
and ſelling of our Men to the Plantations of Forreigners ought nor to 
be tolerated, under any pretence whatſoever. | 

Are. 1, The firſt and cheit popular Argument is this: That theſe 
three years laſt paſt have been years of Famine in this Country, at leaſt 
very tew degrees remov'd from it, and this very year in all appearance 
as much 2s any of the former, Therefore they do good Service to the 
Country, who take theſe poor miſerable Men away, who otherways 
mult needs have ſtarved for want of food at home. / 

Anſw. Tothis it is Anſwered, 1. Negatively, that they neither 
take away the Lame, the Blind, the Crooked, the Mainv'd, the Sickly 
or diſtemper'd in Body or Mind, no not any perſon whatſoever, that has 
dut the leaſt appearance of Hunger or Indiſpolition in his Countenance; 
{15 that thoſe who in all probability are moſt likely to fall under the ' 
teavy viſitation of Famine (1f any ſhould happen to be, which God for- 
bd) are in a hopeful condition (forſooth |) it they muſt depend tor their 
relieffrom theſe Bleſſed Merchants of their Chriſtian Bretheren. 24ly. 
Itis Anſwered Poſitively, That thoſe Men-Merchants take only Young, 
Healthy, Vigorous, Freſh-complex1on'd Youths, and with their good 
will but Strong, Luſty, able Trades-men of all ſorts, come to the 
Years of Diſcretion, tho? ( God knows ) they have little of it, 1n ſuffer- 
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ing themſelves to be thus miſerably cajoPd, and barbarouſly cheated ont 
of their Liberties: Now whether theſe and fuchas theſe are not capable 
toearn their own Bread, with profit to ſuch as may imploy them, eirher 
at home or in any other part of Europe, I leave the whole World to 
judge. v 

Are. 2. O! Butfay the Pleaders on the behalf of this new praQtice, 
ſuppoſe theſe Trades-men and others may be very capable and will'ng 
toearn their bread at home, yet what muſt they do? tho' they are 
willing to work, they can have no Imployment ; And fo are ſtill 
forced either to Steal, Beg, or engage themielves thus to any that will 
undertake to find them Food and Rayment at any rate. 

Axnſm, This indeed opens the gate toa very large field, and 1 ſhall 
therefore beg leave to dwell the longer upon it. Fiz. The ſuppdition 
is hardly ſuppoſable, that Men both capableand willing to work, ſhould 
not find perſons to imploy them lor their bare Maintainance; T hanks be 
to God, it is not come to that pals as yet, for as few or noneof all thoſe 
perſons ſuppoſed to be rhus reduced to neceſſity, and fold to the Planta- 
tions of Forreigners, haveeither Wives or Familtes to provide for,ſo they 
can the moreeafily make ſome honeſt ſhift or other tor their own ſingle 
perſons; if capable,Giligent, and well inclin'd (as the caſe {till preſuppoley 
without being reduced to ſuch extremity, as 1s groundlelly (TI hope) 
cre ſucgeſted ; and ſuppoſing even the very worſt that can be ſup- 
poled in this caſe, the.bare Maintainance of ſuch perſons (which is all 
thai's pretended by their Tranſportation ) can be but very inconſider- 
able to ſuch other perſons of ſubſtance as may, and undoubtedly will, 
have occaſion to imploy rhem, when compared with the benefit of 
their labour, if chey were rightly imploy*'d and well look'd after: Yea 
further, *tis moſt certain that no Maſter of any Ship has ever to this hour 
carried away Servants (as they call thoſe poor wretches) from this 
Kingdom to Forrcign-Plantations, without carrying at the ſame time 
at lca(t fix Months Proviſions along with them; which together withthe 
product of their own Jabour (be it never fo little) might undoubted- 
[y maintain them at home for a much longer time than we can reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſe a LCearth or Scarcity to continue. And even at this very 
time, I have good reaſon to believe, and hope it will be found true, that 
the pretended Scarcity of Corn and Proviſions in this Kingdom, at 
leaſt 1n moit parts thereof, . does not at all hold proportion with the 
extravagant dearnels of the prices, at which they are held by ſuch as 
have Corn to fell, and take their advantage from the neceſſity they 
know People Iy under, of buying from themielves at any rate, ſince none 
can be had from Abroad: And that thoſe who thus exat extraras 
vant prices for their Corn in time of any real or ſuppoſed Scarcity are 
liable to the heavieſt Charge of Oppreſſion, is maniſeſt from many 
Texts of Scripture: He that withholdeth Corn, the People ſhall curſe him: 
But bleſſing ſhall be on the head of him that ſelleth it, Prov. 11.26. then 
as to the Rule of Selling, we have it poſitively given us by Moſes: If 
thou ſell oug ht unto thy neighbour or buyeſt ought off thy neighbour*s hand, ye ſhall 
not oppreſs one another, Lev, 25.14. Here both Moſes and Solomon do plainly 
intimar,that there may be as great oppreſſion in Buying & Selling, eſpeci- 
ally ot Corn,as 1n any other caſe whatſoever. And this is further and more 
particularly confirm'd by the Reaſons which the Prophet giveth for de- 
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nouncingWoe againſt 1/rae! ; Hear this,O ye that ſwallow up the neeay, e343 to 
wake the poor of the Land to fail, wben will the New Moon be gone,that we mz; [ell 
Cora? And the Sabbath, that we may ſet forth Wheat, making the Ephah ſz:all, 
and the Shdlel preat, and falſifyins the ballance by aeceit * That we may buy 
the poor for Silwcr, and the needy for a pair of Shoes ; yea and ſell the refejo of 
the Wheat, Amos 8. ver. 4, 5, 6. Where itis obſervable, that the great 
Reaſon of the ccmplaint againſt them was, becauſe they made he 
Ephah ſmall, and the Shekel great. That is, they leflen'd the Meafure,and 
heighten'd the price. And then the Prophet expoſtulates wer. 8. Shall xot 
the Lind tremble for this, and every oxe mourn that dwelleth therein? Yc. 
And therefore how tar it were to be wild that the prices of Corn 
might be in ſome meaſure regulated, and made adequar to the preſent 
circumſtances of the Nation, I ſhall in all hamble ſubmiſſion, refer to the 
Wi{com and confideration of thoſe 1n whoſe power it is todoit. AndI 
am tzemore encouraged to hope, that they will ſoon take cogniſance of this 
matter, becauſe ( as I am informed ) the Magiſtrates have already be- 
g12.t0 regular the exceſſive Prices of Wine, which I humbly conceive 
154 matter of far leſs concern tothe Body of the People, eſpecially to 
the poorer ſort, to whoſe ſhare it does not fall to taſte a drop thereof, 
even in the beſt of years, tho? they muſt unavoidably have Bread inthe 
ery worſt: Not, but thatT think ithighly reaſonable, and very com- 
mendable,to regulate the Prices of Wine, yea and (as far as conveniently 
poſſible } of all other Forreign Goods whatſoever imported for con- 
{umption, eſpecially {uch as are Ready-manufaQtured ; yet till the 
regulating of the Prices of Corn, is that which more 1mmediatly con- 
cerns the Poor at preſent, And why the price of Corn may not be 
regulated as well as that of Wine or ary other Commodity, I know no 
reaſon, unleſs there be ſome truth in that il-natur'd, and unmannerly 
one which TI have heard ſome People ſuggeſt ; namely, that this was a 
limb of Hackeriex's Cow; meaning (Ttuppoſe ) thereby that ſome of 
theſe perſons who have. the power of regulating thoſe matters, have 
Cecrn of their.own to ſell: Yet, for my part, I cannot ſuffer my ſelf to 
entertain ſuch mean and narrow thoughts of any of theſe Honourable 
Perſons, ſince they were advanced to ſopublick a Truſt from the Opi- 
nion (no doubt) that was conceived of their Capacity and Merit; And 
we ought more reafonably to ſuppoſe, and hope, that upon 1o ſingular 
an occaſion as this, they will approve themſelves true Patriots, and wor- 
thy ofthe high Sphere in which they move, by giving good cxample 
to others, in lowering the Markets; which they may cttectually do by 
expoſing to publick Sale what Corn they can conveniently ſparc,ata mo- 
deat price; forindeed the nature of Mankindis ſuch, that the generality 
of them is govern'd more by Example than Precept ; For tho' by Precept 
we may be in{truQed? yct tis by example that we are perſwaded : And 
therefore when ever we ſeethar Men in publick places are alſo publick- 
ſpirited, then it is, and not tillthen, that we may confidently expect ro 
become a flouriſhing and happy. People: And for this Nehemray gives 
us a noble example of ſelt denial, as well as a reproof to ſuch as do others 
wile 1n his 57h, Chap. 14. 15. ver. Moreover, from the time that I 
was appionted to be their Governour in the lanaof Judah, I and my Bre- 
threa have not eattn the Bread of the Governour : (That is, I have nat 
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exaced even the Fees or Perquiſites that I might have cxaQed and 
belong'd to me as Governour.) But the former Governours that has been 
before me, were chargeable unto the Peop/e, ana had taken of them bread 
and Wine, beſides fourty ſhekels of ſilver ; yea even their ſervants bare *rale 
over the people : but ſo did not I, becauſe of the fear of God, And indeed 
this whole Chapter irom the beginning 1s very full and clear upon the 
ſubject-mater of this Eſſay. 

But 2. Tocome clofler to the ſtreſs of theArgument,viz. That the Tran- 
Sporttig and ſelling of Men to the Plantations of Forreigners is a ford Patt, 
becauſe they cap have no Work or Employment at home &c. It is ſuch a pre- 
{umptuous Allegation, that upon due conſideration of the extent thereof, 
I believe the Government will never admit of it for a Reaſon, inany 
reſpect ; becauſe, it it be of any force at all (as far asI can underſtand 
it) it ſeems chiefly to quarrel the diſcretion, care and condutt of the 
Governours, and Magiſtrates of the ſeveral Corporations thoughout 
the Kingdom ; a chict part of whoſe ſtudy onght to be, the contriving 
of waysand means, for making the meaneſt Member of the Comt- 
mon-wealth uſetu], one way or other, more or leſs, in his own Sphere : 
And Tam ſure, neither the Magiftrates, nor the common People can 
juſtly pretend, but that the natrre productions of Scorland, if well lookd 
atter, are improveable to ſuch a vaſt degree beyond their preſent eſti- 
mation, as might profitably imploy more than twenty times the num- 
ber of hands, that the whole Kingdom can pofſibly ſpare our of it, 
upon any account whatſoever, For how many thouſands of hands 
might be profitably and honourably 1mployea about the Fiſhings of the 
Eajt, North, and Weſt Coaſts of Scotland, and Hands thereunto belong- 
ing? Which to the great reproach of the Nation lyes (1 may fay ) 
wholly neglected by the true Proprietors, while the Datch have, by an 
allowed (tho? at random) computation, made more by that one branch of 
their Trade, 1 Fiſhing upon our Coaſts, than all the Lands of Scot- 
lard are reckoned to be worth. Notwithſtanding whereof, and that we 
know it very well; yet we very tamely ſuffer our ſelves to be {till 
treated by them in this particular, like.the very worſt of Cuckholds, 4s 
if they lay with our Wives before our faces: And the? the Supine ne- 
elect of tuch a blefling as thoſe immenſe and ineſttmable Treaſures of 
our Seas, the Fiſhings thereof, may at firft view, ſeem to be no ſmall 
reflection on the wifdom and diſcretion of our Nation in general ; 
yet moſt certainly the Magiſtrates and chief Inhabitants of the ſeveral 
Burghs and other Sea-port Towns throughout the Kingdom, are much 
more immedaiatly and directty chargeabletherewith; and their reproach 
is ſtill rhe greaterin this, that no Society or {ett of People under the 
cope of Heaven, has, ever to this hour, had comparatively greater Immu- 
nities or Exemptions allowed them, cither as to their Perſons or Eftates, 
than by the Laws of this Realm, and more etpecially by the 39th, A# 
of the ff. Seſjion of King Charles the 24s. firſt Parliament are granted, 
for encouragement, .to {ſuch Natives and N aturalized Forreigners as 
would engage themſelves or their Stocks in any: Fiſhery-Company of 
this Kingdom. And as this Trade (if duely profecuted) would un- 

doubredly encreaſe the numbers. of our Sea-men ; enlarge our Shipping 
and Navigation; furniſhthe yds a great native export ; and be 
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a ſure foundation of Trade and commerce, to the no ſmall honour, 
Reputation and Intereſt of the undertakers thereof in particular, as wei! 
as of the whole Nation 1n general : So on the other hand, it muſt na- 
turally and of courſe diminiſh the numbers of our Poor, withour cx- 
poſing them to ſuch deſperat courſes as that of abandoning at once 
their Country, their Liberty, and indeed all that 1s valuable this fide 
of time; by ſuffering themſelves to be (as now they are) ſhamefally ſold 
from hand to hand, like ſo many Brates, to {lave in the Plantations of 
Forreigners: And beſide thoſe vaſt numbers of People, that muſt aftus, 
ally be employ'd in the immediat exerciſe of the Fiſhing-Trade it ſelf; 
(if heartily carried on) it is of ſuch a diffuſive nature, that !even the 
very petty ManufaRories that have a neceſlary dependance upon ir, 
ſuch as the beating, cleaning, and ſpinning of Hemp, making of all forts 
of Hooks, Nets, Lines, Cordage, &c. might employ and maintain a 
great part of all the poor People in the Kingdom. 

As for the other moreconſiderable Manufactories of the Nation, eſpe- 
cially thoſe of Woollenand Linnen, how far they are improveable be- 
yond their preſent ſtate, and might be made capable to employ and 
maintain many thouſands of our Poor, under a wel[-regulated Conſti- 
tution, Will eaſily appear from the few following conſiderations. 10. 
The Ezgliſh Government have, for the encouragement of their own 
Manufactories, ſtrictly prohibited the carrying of any Wool frum 
England, Ireland, Wales, or Town of Berwick upon T weed, into Scotlazd, 
under very ſevere penalties, making it even Criminal. 246. They 
have again of late, laid ſuch Additional Impolitions on all manner of 
Scots Cloath, as in effect amounts toa total prohibition ; whiPſt on the 
other hand, all mankind are not only tolerated to carry out of Sco:land 
into Forreign parts, what quantities of Wool and Flax they pleaſe, 
(and de fatto have of late carried out {ſeveral thouſand ſtone weight 
yearly without control) but do alſo import daily ſuch vaſt quantities of 
all manner of Forreign Manufactures,as gluts our Markets at home, to 
the abſolute diſcouragement of our own Manufactories, which other- 
ways wou'd ( beyond all peradventure) in a very ſhort time, attain to 
ſuch perfection as would not only ſerve our ſelves at home; but wou'd 
alſo makea conſiderable Article in the ballance of our Forreign Trade; 
as {hall, by and by, be made more plainly appear. 

I muſt indeed confeſs, that to cramp and fetter Trade with innume- 
rable Prohibitions, Limitations and Reftrictions, is very diſ-agreeable to 
thoſe tender notions, which (according to my weak opinion) I have 
always entertain'd, ofthe intreſt of Trade: Yet, on the other hand, 
Self-preſervation, .and the praftice of Ezpland and France, with re- 
lation to the productions of this Kingdom, makes it even abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary for us,. toendeavour (as much as we can ) to beat them with 
their own Weapons ; that is, to retort the ſame meaſures, with relation 
to the productions and ManufaGtories of thoſe places, as they take with 
relation toours,unleſs we reſolve to give up the Cudgels for good and all. 

"Tis true ( Tacknowledge ) that to diſcharge the Exportation of 
Wool, without diſcharging likewiſe, the Importation of all Forreign 
Manufactures made of Wool, wou'd do little or nothing to the purpole, 
other than to gratity at our own expence, ſome People to whom we, 

are 
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are but very little obliged; and might alſo ſcem even a hardſhip on the 
Proprietors and poſlefiors of Lands, whoſe chief produ& is Wool: Bur 
why both the one, and the other, ſhould not be dilcharged, ſimul & ſemet, 
I could neverzs yet hear {o much as any pretended reaſon, other than that 
given by a certain publick Miniſter,nort long ago,to a certain Commitree, 
, which was, That zt would offend ana aiſ-oblige our Freinds in England ; 
Ard really how jar thatreajon may juſtly weigh with any conſidering 
and diſ-engaged perion, I ſhall not take upon me to determin; bur 
ſure I am, trom the proceedings of the Exg/:;ſþ on all occaſions, for ſeveral 
years paſt, they have ſhewed but very little regard to whatſoever might 
offend or diſoblige their Freinds in Scotlana: And (by theby) amonglt 
the many other excellent qualifications and virtues neceflary in all perſons 
advanced to publick 1 ruſts, I wiſh, Fortitude, Reſolution and Cou- 
rage were none of the leaſt conſpicuous ; for it is very oblervable, that 
no {ooner was Joſh4s appointed to ſucceed Moyes in the Government, 
than that God d:d three teveral times (as 1t were 1n one breath) enjoin 
| him to be Conrag ions. Joſhua 1 Chap. 6,7,9. verſ. And the conſide- 
| ration of this gives me ground of reflection upon a notable 2nd very 
emphatick Character, which I have, nor long ago, heard given of the late 
| D. of L--- - -1ale, That tho? he himſelf took the liberty ſometimes, of making 
| the Bairns Greet ;, yet, at the peril of his Life and Fortune, he never would 
ſuffer any other to ding thew, Tis faid, that ſome of his ſucceflors in office 
have ſufficiently trac'd him in the firſt part of his CharaGter; yer, by what 
T could ever hear in the general, few or none of them have, in the later. 
And I wiſhit were not- anyways applicable in this place, what Ajax 
ſaid of Thſes for attempting to wear the Armour of Achilles, - 


Sed neque Dulichins ſub Achillis caſſide vertex 
Popdera tanta feret ; === =- -= =Ovid. 


That is plainly, I wiſh TcowAd ſee any ove fill bis Bonnet, 
as to the later part of his CharaQer. os 
| But, whether even in reaſon of ſtate {all things confidered ) 
| our Friends in Ezglans ought to be more tender of offending us, than 
we of offending them, I ſhall refer that to be weighed and determin'd 
by ſuch as ſhall happen to be alive, when-ever it ſhall pleaſe God, 
once more,to favour this abus'd Nation, with ſome ſuch other providen-' 
tial and unexpected opportunity,to befree*d from the ill treatment of our: 
neighboursas we had,not many years ago ; And (even'ill as we are ſtated 
at pretent, becauſe of our having neglected that great opporrunity) 
had the wiſdom of our Nation thought fit, but ir. any of our late Seſſions of 
Parliament,to have payed home our Freinds inEz#/and 1n their own Corn, 
that is, poſitively, under ſevere penalties,. to diſcharge rhe exyortation' 
of our own Wool and Flax, and the importation of any of their” 
Woollen ManufaQtures; *tis more than probable thar they'd quickly be- / 
come better natur'd ; as they did onee heretofore upon the like occaſion ; 
and that we ſhould nor be, ſo much as now weare, tormented with* 
the common and calamitous out-cry of an indefinit number of poor 
People, who are reduced. to beggery chiefly ( yea meerly ſome fay) for 
want of fome ſuch encouraging AC in tavour of our own ManufaBiork: 
in general. And tho? this be a diffulzve and general greivanc: 
| OVe. 
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over all, or, atileaſt, moſt part of the Kingdom, eſpecially the North and 
Wet parts thereof; yet I ſhall only give ſome concluſive inſtances 
from thoſe more noted Manufattories that are in, near, or about Ediz- 
baxr2h, as being the moſt obvious to the view of every one, who has a 
mind to be ſatisfied of the Truth thereof ; tho* indeed the caſe is too 
manifeſt to be doubted of by any. | 

1990. The Woollen-Manufactory at New-m1lls is perhaps the com- 
pleateſt Manufactory of that kind in Exrope ; or at leaſt inferiorto none, 
in this reſpect, that from the time they receive the Fleece rough off of 
the Sheeps back, till the time that they deliver their Cloath compleatly 
Manufactur'd and dreſs'd into the Merchants hands, there is not the 
leaſt pun&ilio of the ManufaQtoring part, but what they have all done 
within themſelves ; which is more than, I hear, is done in any part of 
England: And ſureTam they make as good broadCloath of all forts of co- 
lours asany Man in Brittain need wear. This ManufaCtory, within theſe 
two or three years laſt paft, had fourty broad Looms all going at once ; 
and of Weavers, Scrubblers, Birlers, Dyers, Shearmen, Pickers, Spin- 
ners &c. they had about 1600 perſons at Work, all at the ſame time. 
Now, how it comes to paſs that this ManufaGtory has, at this very 
time, but Nine (or at moſt Ten) of thoſe fourty Looms a going, and 
but 3oo perſons, inthe whole employ'd, in their ſervice, and has hard- 
ly work enough for that ſame number, 1s a matter worthy of enquiry : 
For here you may ſee no leſs than about 1300 People ſet (I may fay) 
a Begging all at one daſh. | 

240. "'Fhe Woollen-ManufaQory ſet up ſome few years ago at 
Muyſcle-burgh, by that induſtrious Gentleman Mr. Rober:/oz of White- 
houſe upon his own proper Stock, did employ, no longer ſince than 
about one year ago, 3o0 People in conftant work ; but at this very 
time he has not, nor can he well afford, work for half that number, 
tho? he has every thing needful done within himfelf, as in the other 
Manufatoy at New-m/s. 

3110. "The Stocking-ManufaQtory at Pau!'s-Work has of late arrived 
to that pitch of perteQtion that they?l undertake to match the very 
neſt of any Woolſted-Stockings that are made in Ex2/ad, either as to 
Colour, Fineneſs, or Shape; and have all things needful done within 
-h2mſelyves,as in the other ManufaQtories abovemention'd : They had laſt 
ycar a dozen of Looms all going at once, and of Weavers, 'Throwers, 
!2yers, Scourers, Pickers, Combers, Winders, Seamers, Spinners &c. 
"They. had about 160 perſons at conſtant work; and are ſtill reſolved 
{as 1 am inform'd) to multiply the number, both of their Looms 
and Workmen,it duely encouraged : But as matters go now, they have 
notat this very time above 50 of all thoſe people, any manner of way, 
E£mploy*d, or in their ſervice. 

Now if you ſhould ask any ofthe Proprietors, or Managers of either 
of thoſe. ManufaQories, the reaſon of their going backward inſtead of 
going forward ; they'l preſently tell you, that Wool ( which is the 
chict ſubjeA-matter and foundation of the whole) is grown fo ſcarce 
and dear by reaſon of its exportation, that they cannot afford to buy it, 
and give their Work-people any reaſonable allowance to maintain them, 
(whule Corn and Proviſions are fo dear,) without a manifeſt hazard of 

great 
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great loſs to themſelves; but more eſpecially becauſe their ManufaQures 
muſt ly as a drugg upon their hands, by reaſon of the vaſt quantities 
of Forreign-Manutactures of the ſame kind, that are daily pour'd 
in upon the Nation, to the abſolute diſcouragement of their Manu- 
factories: And that until thar matter be remedied, they can never ex- 
pect to raiſe their heads above water. 

Yea, I know ſome tew Nobleand worthy perſons, who are of late 
beceme ſo very lenlible of the truth of this matter, that (tho? ſome of 
them have even a particular intereſt in the exportation of Wool) the 
have, as it were, laid a voluntary prohibition on themfelves; "That is, 
they have generouſly reſolved, and politively declared, that they will 
not wear any other Woollen-Cloaths, Wolited-Srockings &c. Bur what 
are, or ſhall be Manufactur'd within rhis Kingdom: And if the reſt of 
cur Nobility ai.d Gentry ſhould think fir to follow fo noble and gene- 
rous an Example, it would {con become a reproach to the mid. 
dle and Inferior fort of People to do otherways; Our ManufaQories 
would quickly look with an other kind of Face, than now they 
do; very conliderable Sums of Money would be thereby kept within 
the Nation, that are now unneceſlarly carried out tor Forreign Manu- 
factures; and induſtrious People would be of courte encouraged to ſet the 
Poor at Work, both in City and Country, 

Yer ſtill (I confeſs) Iam aftraid that rhis matter will go but very faints 
ly on, without the Government think fit to interfoſe their Authority 
likewiſe with relation thereunto: For many of our People both Men 

and Women; elpecially the y ounger fort, are become 1o intolerab! 
Fond of, and intoxicared with, all the fanraſtic:I Faſhions and franc 
Fopperies of thole who dwell a great deal nearer the Sun than we do, 
and which (I may fay) Nature never intended for our Climate, yea 
and of any gaudy Bawble wharloever that carries but the name of Ez« 
gl:jh or French Gooa:, that even ſome publick Act ſeems, 10 ſome meaſure, 
necelſary for the reltraint of all or: moſt of thoſe Forreign Manuf+ 
Aures; If we have a mind that vur own ManufaQtories ſhould, in goo 
earnelt, ever come toany thing ; or that our Poor ſhould be employed co 
anv tolerable meaſure cither of Comfort to chemfſelves, or of advantage 
to the 'ody of the Nation. | = 

Some Perple may poſſibly object : Why all this mighty buſtle about 
Prohib.t ors, Im:pofitions &c? Let but thoſe perfons concera'd in our 
Howe-Manutactorics fell cheaper than we can buy Forre:gn-Manus 
factures for, and that will be an ablolute prohibition of courſe ; anduntil 
they do lo, why ſhould we be debarr'd the Priviicdge of laying our our 
Nioney, where we can buy cheapeſt ? 

This truely at firſt view may tcem to have ſome weight in it, «tho? to 
any conſidering perſon, it's neither more nor |cfs than a meer Begging of 
the Queition;, But whoever undertakes a 'Task of this Nature, muſt re- 
ſolve to fight again{t Shaddows and Apparitions, and therefore I ſhall not 
grudge the trouble of blacking {ome more Paper to undeceive the Un- 
thinking-Crow'd as to thole Vit-conceptions that they may be poſſefſd 
off, from rhe amuſements of a few Selt-ſeeking and deligning Perſons. 

*T'is an approved Maxim 1n all Go: ernments whatſoever, Thar the 
privat Interelt otchis, that, or Vorher particular perſon, yez, or ofa great 
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many Individuals, muſt always yeild and give place to the common 
and publick Intereſt of the Common-wealth in general. 

Now daily experience ; 'I hat great Bafler of Speculation, proves it 
too too poſſible, yea beyond all contradiction true, that ſeveral Vicr- 
chants and others may carry on ſome Branches of Trade, either ar home 
or abroad, very profitable to themſelves, and yet extremely pernicious 
to the publick and general Intereſt of the Common-wealth : And this 
indeed is the plain caſe with relation to all our Woollen-ManufaRures at 
preſent ; for rho? fome tew Importers of Forreign-Mannfa&tures and Ex- 
porters of our Wool may, and (without doubt) do, make conſiderable 
profit of their laid Import and Export; yer it moſt evidently appears, 
frcm the {ſeveral Arguments alrcady adduced againſt ſuch Importation 
and Exportetion, that the Importer's and Exporters gain muft be vait- 
ly ſhort of rhe inconceivable lols that the Body ofthe People do,and mult 
{till, ſuffer thereby, until ſome eftcQtual ſtop be put thereto. 

As to the fooliſh prerence of People's buying Forreign-ManufaRtures 
cheaper than they can our own ; *Tis, at bett, buta very ill grounded 
Allegation ; For 190. The Buyer mult Þavea more thun ordinary jndg- 
ment to. diſtinguiſh truely between Broad-cloath brought from E--laud, 
and rhat which is Manuta&tur'd at New-zzlls or Muſcl-bareh; And both 
the one,and the other,are {o promiſcuoully fold in the Shops at Eaimbaroh, 
Glaſpow 8&c. 1 hat few or none are at the pains of enquiring Into tlic dif- 
ference: and if they did,yet the Shop-keeper(to be ſure) would not miſs to 
c2ll it {uch as he underſtood the Buyer had a mind it ſhou'd be: And 
this will generally hold with reſpect ro the moſt part of Buyers and 
Sellers. 240. Allowing that all Buyers were equally well 5kilPd in 
thoſe matrers, and that one may poſſibly buy Ezg!iſh Cloath a Shilling or 
rwo in the Yard cheaper than he can Scozch Cloath of the ſame breadih,co- 
lovr, and fineneſs; yet till this 1s but a meer fallacy and pofitive cheat 
rpon our imaginations; For conſider the conicquence, will any man 
be ſo ridiculous as to infer from thence, that this Shilling or rwo, ſaved 
ro this or that particular Buyer,can countervail the general and irretriey- 
able loſs, which the Nation muſt inevitably ſuſtain by the export of the 
full price of that Ezg/rſhþ Cloath in real Money, or good Bills of Ex- 
change ? which.are allone upon the matter,tho' ſome are ſo ſtupidly igno- 
rantas to make: a difference: Whereas on the other hand, let the price 
of our own: ManufaQuures be as dear 2s you pleaſe to call it, yet the Com- 


mon-wealth can never be a loſer thereby , whatever particular perſons 


may pretcnd ; for while not only the prime coſt, but even the full value 
of thoſe ManufaQuures, at the retailing rate, 1s kept within the Kingdom, 
it muſt neceſlarly circulate amongſt all degrees of People, and create a 
br::kneſs of Trade, both in City and Country; thoſe concern'd in the 
ſeveral Manufactorics wou'd be thereby enabled to keep their Credit and 
pay frankly, not only their Workmen, but alſo, for whatever they muſt 
neceſſarly have for carrying on their work ; the poor would be profitably 
Employ*d, and their own labour would maintain them a great deal bet- 
te1 than rhoſe large ColleQtions that are now daily made to keep them 
from ſtarving ; the Tennents would be better able to pay their Rents; 
and the Land-lordsberter able to pay their Debts to ſuch "Tradeſmen and 
others as they have occaſion to employ from time to time &c. 370. 

: Suppoſe 


(x 

Snppoſe we ſhould even reſtri& the conſideration of this matter tothe 
particular caſe ot one private Buyer only ; I would gladly kno vw whethet 
what he ſaves by rhis fupppoted difterence in the price of fo much Cloarth, 
as he may Þ: ve occaſion to uſe tor hs own perton, will even diſcharge 
or re-imburſe him of wha:z he muſt necetlariy contribute to, and be out 
of pocket upon, the Maintainance of the Poor; notonly atthe Church- 
doors, bnt allo at heme, in the Streets, on the High-ways, and, ina 
word, wherever Ie gocs; (1 he be not a perton-altrogether void of the 
Powels ot ordinary Compaſſion and Chriſtian Charity ) etpcctally ac fuch 
a Jun&Eture as this, when in all our waiks we can not ſhun meeting with 
innumerable Objects of our Pity, 1t we have any: Nor 1s this all rhe 
miſchief that ſuch a Evyer mutt expect to meer with, at one time or 
other, from the many other evil coniequences that (no doubr, w:l] be 
enta:Pd upon himlclt, not only as he is a Member of the Common-wealth 
thar 1 ffers by ſuch pract.ce, bur even upun his progeny roo for hav 
ing, in a manner lo grol;y palpable, contribured,as much :isin him lay,to 
the diſcouraging ( 1} may tay raining) of thoie Manutactoi ies thar ochers 
ways mig lt, and (bei onud all peradventure) would, employ and Mains 
tain our Poor very con ortably and would lave even thoſe Collections rhat 
arenow neceſſary tor thei Mai: tainance. 4/0. Wehave all the reaſon ima- 
g1nablcro believyaand tor my own parr,l politively do) chatit our own Ma- 
nutactorics Were duely encoumaged from t.me rotme, according to the 
different emergencies hat may happen with relation thereunto, rhe 
would very qu.ckly ( without reſpect to the torgo.ng reatons) be borh 
able and willing to ici] conſiderably cheaper, than any Merchant can afz 
ford to import and fell any Forreign Manutactures ot the fame fort and 
fineneſs; For all Manutactories, hke all other undertakings whatſoever, 
muſt expect tro mect with the greateſt difficulties in rheir beginnings ; 
not only trum o1-rward accidents, but even irom the nature ot the thing 
it {eIf; becaule $1: {t of all, they muſt neceſſarly bettow a great part of their 
ſubſtance upon LVead-ltock (as they commonly call rheir Looms, Tools 
Work houics ©.) And 1t chey happen to ſell never 1olitle ot their Manu- 
faQures, they Mult unavoidably clappeven upon that httle, the charge 
of all rheir Servants and Work-people, togerher with a certain propore 
tion of the ſaid iead Itock &c. unlicls they refolve to dwindle away, 
and cxhauit t].cir whole principal Stock, betore they come to any tole= 
rable conlittency : But when once they atrain to lome certain meaſure 
of perteclion, by a continued tract of experience, and are in full afſurs 
ance of getting a ready vent and quick return tor all that they can get 
wrovght; they can uor choole but tel] the very fame Cloath ar a much 
cheaper rate, aud yet be tar greater gainers thereby, than when they 
ſe}l but an uncontiderable quantity at an extravant price ; For (accord- 
ing to the common Aphoritms) 1azy Lutles makes a Mickle ; and Light 
Gains makes a heavy Purſe, 

Yet ſince Arguments from bare Speculation are ſeldom or never 
look*d upon to be to probanve, at lcait nor fo convincing, as demons 
ſtrations founded upon polinive matter of Fact, I ſhall adduce ſuch 
known and undemable initances thereof, as I reckon may lay all the 
duit that's railed upon this head. 

The Managers or U:rectors of the Trade to Africs and the Inazes have 
ing, (it ſeems) about a year or two ago, occalion tor very conliderable 

quantities 


Ab nat tes 


- 
PC" —_—_ 
—_ 


iden eee. 4 lie 4c 4s 
. Py — Gr Sree - ye carer ar a Fe 


> — 


—_— — 


— 


W— ———W— 


6 "na Saas: E_ <7 OD a ww 
JCISNRIES== - 


& oa 9 
a+ 


yo * — ” 

XL 3L ICE 3D - . 

_ © rai <= aha Loongt gs 57 ET: 
__ — — 
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quantities of ſeveral ſorts of ManufaQtures and of different kinds, fir 
for Plantations in America, to the valueot about 20000 /1b. ſterlizs, And 
conſulting about the molt rational meaſures tor procuring the {aid 
ſeveral quantities; Some propoted to give Commiſhon for buying them 
in Ezeland or Holland, where they might be had ready made, from ſuch 
as make it their daily buſineſs to provide and furniſh {uch ſort of Goods 
ec. But in ſhort upon the reſult of their reaſoning, they came ( as I am 
certainly informed) to this politive 2nd general Reſolution, Nor to buy 
z Groat's worth trom Abroad ofany ſort of Goods rhat could poſſibly be got 
tolerably well ManufaQtur'd at home, even without reſpett ro whatever 
difference might be 1n the price. 1. Becauſe thereby they would keep 
ſo much Money {till circulating within the Narion, that otherways 
would be carried out of it for thole Goods. 240. Becauſe thereby they 
might employ and maintain many hundreds of poor Tradeſmen and 
others in a time (I may fay) of Dearth, who otherways would be re- 
duced to great Extremities. 3720. Becaule thereby they had the opportu- 
nity of introducing tie making ot ſeveral things here at home, that our 
Tradeſmen were not 1n ule to make formerly. 470. Becauſe by that 
means they*d put the Countrey in a condition of being tolerably well cap- 
able of ſerving their own then-intended-Colony tor tuturity, without 
running the hezard of lying ar the mercy of their humouriome neigh- 
bours, for ſuch goods as their plantations or ſettlements in America (if 
ever they have any)mult neceflarly require ; and for the ſecurity of which 


they ought to make timely proviſion. 570. Becauſe they had very good 


reaſon to believe that whatever Goods could be got Manufactur®d here at 
home, might in a ſhort time be got cheaper than they could buy the 
ſame Goods from abroad, c{pyecially conſidering the vaſt difference of the 
Exchange,the Commiſhon that mult be given to Forreign Correſpondents, 
the Sea hazard in bringing thoſe Goods from abroad, and the lownets 


of our own Journey-men's Wages at home. 
In purſuance of which generous and diſcreet Reſolution they made it 


their buſineſs, not only to buy the ordinary ManufzQures of the Coun- 
trey, in conſiderable quantities, but alſo to procure choice patterns of 


ſuch things as were not in uſe to be wrought here formerly; by which 


means they got many things done cxatily to their mind, and at the 
ſame time, cheaper by much than what the Patterns coſt them ; all which 
being premiſed, leads me naturally to thoſe inſtances which T promiſ®d 
tc give of true matter of Fact: And I may, with the greater aſſur- 
ance, be allowed to be both the more poſitive and particular therein, 
as having had immediat Information thereot from the very Perſons 
who firſt were, and ſtill are, principally concerned. 1-0 The ſaid 
Company having occaſion for a number of imall Arms, inregard they in- 
tended toſetout in time of War, and with intention hkeways to make 
Merchandiſe of ſome part ofthoſe Arms in America, they iſſued forth j ub- 
lick Placaits inviting all Guns-{miths and other Tradetmen to come and 
ſerve them, at ſuch reaſonable prices as ſhould be condeicended upon; 
and to try who would undertake to ſerve them cheapeſt; allowing alſo 
a competent time for making thote Arms; with an offer to advance part of 
the value in hand, upon ſecurity to perform ec. Yet not one ſingle per- 
ſon in; the Kingdom (that 1 could hear of } could then be induced to 

undertake 
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undertake for any number of Buccaneer's Guns, (commonly ſo called, as 
being the Guns chiefly uſed in America) under 25 (hill. /terl. per piece at 
leaſt: Nor indeed did the Company pay one farthing lels for the firlt 
parcel that was made for their uſe : Bur after that experience, and 4 
continued praftice had made the making of thoſe Guns more caſy and 
habitual to the Work-men, and thar the Undertakers begun to taſte the 
ſweet of a conſtant Employment for ſome certain time, and that when 
their Work was done, they had it immediatly taken off their hands, and 
ready payment for the ſame, they ſoon became {enfible of the profit of a 
quick return, and entred into ContraQs, to furmiſh near about two 
thouſand of theſe Guns at 20 ſhillings Fterl. per perce, and perform'd ac- 
cordingly to their own, and the Company's ſatisfaction. And what 
is {till more convincing, the ſame Undertakers or Trade{-men that had 
at firſt 25. ſhillings ſterling for every Gun, areat this very time making 
Guns anſwerable ro the tormer in every reſpect for 15 ſhillings fterlins 
per peice, and the ſaid Undertakers do ingenuouſly acknowledge that, for 
the reaſons already recited, they hope to have more profit upon theſe 
| Guns at 15 ſhillings, than upon the former at 26, or 25. ſhillings, tho? 
there be ſo a veſt difference in the price. Nay farther theſe very Unders 
takers do frankly declare, that ifthe Company, or any orher will en- 
courage them with conſtant Employment tor a certain time, and enable 
them to go on with their work by a moderat advance of ſome part of the 
price upon ſecurity, asat firſt, they will engage to furniſh the ſame Guns 
conſiderably lower than the loweſt price abovementioned. 240. The ſaid 
Company having occaſion likewite for a certain number of ſuch Piſtols 
as are commonly uſed in America, the very ſame Tradesmen that had at 
firſt 20, ſhillings Herl, per pair for theſe Piltols,have for the reaſons formers 
| ly mentioned, lower'd their price by degrees from 20 ſh:llings to 19. 
from 19 to 17, from 17to 1%, from 15 to 13 ſhillings and ftrxpenes; an 
now the Company, or any othe: char will give the ke encouragement 
may have as many of thoſe Piſtols madeas they pleaſe, at 12 ſhillings 
#erl. per pair,equal ar leaſt 1n all re{peCtsto,if not better than, thoſe that ar 
firſt coſt 20 ſhillings fterl, 3tio. Thelaid Company having occaſion like- 
wiſe for a conſiderable nrmber of Cutlaſſes or Shables, the cheapeſt they 
could buy at firſt was at 7 ſhillings fterl. each ; yet in proceſs of time 
they had,them from the ſame Work-men at 3 ſh:llings and fix-pente ; and 
I have now very good reaſon to believe, that Shables fullas good asthoſe 
may be had from the very ſame hands, ſomewhat cheaper ſtill. 40, 
The faid Company having occaſion for ſome few Thouſands of ſuch 
Patrantaſhes as are uſed in America (being commonly a neſt of Cartouch- 
Boxcs, made of one entire piece of Wood, covered over with ſtrong ſtif- 
fen'd Leather ; the Leather and the Seams thereof being well waxed, {6 
as to keep out Rain &c.) The firſt undertakers had 3 ſbilings a peice 
for ſome tew of them, but upon further tryal, the very 1ame perſons, and 
others too, lower'd the price from 3 ſhillingsto 2. from 2 to 18 pence; and at 
laſt ſome 'Trades-men at G/a/gow furniſh'd them by the ſame Pattern wich 
| Belts &c. at 16. pence per. peice. 

It would be almoſt an endleſs labour to enumerate all the inſtances 
of this kind that could be given: For upon the whoke matter, let any 
Man pretend what he will, there is nothing made with hands, But whar 
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the Artificer may, And (ifhe be not a Fool ) will, in proceſs of time, 
and upon reaſonable encouragement given, afford conſiderably cheaper 
than at che firſt undertaking. And why the Encouragements now propol- 
ed may not, in ſome reaſonable degree, have the ſame effe& upon our 
Woollen-Manufactures, I challengeany Man to give a ſubſtantial Reaſon: 
Nor indeed canT foreſee ſo much as the ſhadow of any Reaſon that can 
be pretended ; unleſs it be ſuggeſted, that when once we are by Law 
debarr'd the priviledge of Buying or Wearing Forreign ManufaQures, 
then the Proprietors of our own ManufaQories may impoſe upon us what 
price they pleaſe: Now allowing that they ſhould do ſo (which is the 
worlt thar can be {uppolſed) Yet the fallacy of that imaginary evil is ſuf- 
ficiently obviared already : And indeed the ſuggeſtion is {o very wild 
and unſuppoſable, that I can never ſuffer my ſelf to believe that ſuch rea- 
{onable Men, as I preſume the Maſters and Managers of thoſe Manufa- 
Qtories are, can ever be guilty of taking meaſures ſo ridiculouſly inconſiſt- 
Ent with the Rules of Common Prudence and Selt-Intereſt, as this ſug- 
geſtion muſt infer: Nor can they befo ſtupidly Ignorant, but to know 
that the ſame Legiſlative-Power from whom they are to expe& thoſe 
Encouragements, may abrogate the ſame at pleaſure ; If they ſhould be * 
diſcovered toabuſc thoſe favours,ſo groſly as this ſuggeſtion doth ſuppoſe. 
Yea moreover 'tis moſt certain, that if due care were taken to give the 
} | necellary Encouragements to our Woollen-ManufaQtories, from time to 
6 time, according to the different emergencies of time, {ſo as to make the 
t Profits and Advantages accruing to the ſeveral Proprietors of thoſe 
ManufaQtories already erected, appear evident; Then other Manufa- 
| Etories of the ſame kinds, would quickly be ereQed : For there can 
| never be penury of Undertakers where there isa viſible advantage and pro- 
{pet of gain to be had. And, in proceſs of time, . thoſe ſeveral Manu- 
faQ-riec muſt of courſe, ont of rivalſhip and emulation of gain, endeavoyr 
Nt &* cl ONE @ALTNeT , aud Han unduUubtcdiy Wat GOWN One an Otler's 
Prices, ſfoas that the Nation can never be impoſed upon in thar point. - 

Now after all, tho” true it be, that the keeping of ſo much Money 
within the Kingdom, as is yearly exported for Forreign Manufactures, 
would be of conſiderable advantage to a Nation of fo little Stock and Trade 
asOurs is; Yet, at the ſame time, I muſt confeſs, that unleſs care be 
taken likewiſe to extend and improve our Forreign-Trade, by Exporting 
of our Native Productions and Manufactures ſomewhere; our bare 
Home-conſumption of thoſe Manufactures can never be of that extent or 
value as to make our Manufactories very conſiderable. Nor indeed can 
T ſee, on the other hand, how we can wellcarry on, and ſupport, acon- 
ſiderable Forreign-Trade, without large Encouragements to our Manyu- 
factories at home; Both theſe having ſuch a mutual dependence one 
upon the other; that, like the two chief wheels ofa Watch, 1t the one 
be broke, the other muſt alſo ſtop of courſe: For as we can have no 
conſiderable vent for our Manufa&tures, but by Forreign Trade ; fo we 
can have no Gold or Silver, or indeed any other valuable Commodity 
(got by Forreign Trade only) without having always A conſiderable 
Stock of Native Productions and Manufactures to give in barter for the 


ſame. 
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The conſideration of all which, makes me ſtill account it no ſmall 
Piece of foreſight and prudence in the DireQtors of the Trade to Africa 
and the 1n#tes, to have begun ſocarly as they did, to encourage all forts IF 
of Tredes men and Artificers within the Kingdom, whoſe Work and ; 
Manuta&tures, that Honourable Company mult, 1n a ſhort time, have | 
occaſion for, and rhat too, in very conſiderable quantities, if their under- 
taking prove ſucceistul ; As I hope, and heartily wiſh it may. 

Ard the many other advantages that muſt ariſe trom that Company's 
Succels, are of {o diffuſive a nature, - and fo far from being poſſibly con- 
fred to the immediat Adventurers alone, that there cannoc be tcarce any | | 
one conſidering perion, of what degree, quality, or occupation loever, : 4 
inthe whole Kingdom ( if not wiltully blind ) but who ruſt in ſome ; | 

| 
| 


meaſure, ſceand partake of thoſe common advantages: Yea I verily be- 
Leve that ſome or other of every Handy-craft-trade in the Kingdom 
have cven already bcen employed more or lels in their reſpettive Callings 
about the firting out of the Ships, Cargo's, Stores, Proviſions, Arms, 
and many other neceſlaries that were lent away upon their firit expediti- | 
on: Ard this (among ſeveral ochers) 15 one juſt reaſon, why indeed all | 
judiciovs and good Men, who are Lovers of their Country (whether . ; ; 
concerned :immediatly in that Company's Stock or not) do fo earneſtly 

wiſh its proſperity, borh in their publick and privar Prayers ; as believ« | 
irg it to be (if I may gueſs at their Minds) the only means now left, | 
under GOU?'S unſearchable Wiſdom and Providence, tor reſtoring this 
poor defpirited Nation to any thing ot its wonred Glory, and tor prefery< 
ing it frem that Pondage, with which our powertul Neighbours ſeem | 
to have often threatred us, during theſe three or tour laſt Reigns: Nor 
can it be denyed, but that: they have by degrees, in thar ſhort time, 
made a far greater progreſs in compaſling theirends, under the pretence 


and colour of freindſhip, . than they could ever have done betore, in 
many AgCS, WTHnen at tne VUumwn urnancy. 


1 mult indeed acknowledyge, that there is no People or Conſtitution of 
Government upon Earth, for whom I bear a greater eſteem than for that 
of Ero1a;d, with all their faults and detedts, 2s I know they want not 
ſome; (by their Government, I mean chit fly the ConSfitution of their Parlias 
»e;ts) Nor is there any other Nation with whom] would fogladly have 
this Kingdem united in Bonds of entire Love, and inviolable Friends 
ſhip: And if ever I were to renounce the Intereſt of my Native Coun- 
try, 1 ſhould certainly betake me to that of England, and declare my ſelf 
an Enpliſh-man: For how haughty, boiſterous or flighting ſoever, 
many 0)1 them may {cem to be, to the generality of Strangers ; Whatever 
different Opinions they may have among themſelves concercing this, 
that,or Yother Form of Government; whatever differences or private Ani« + 
molities {ſcme of the moſt Zealous and bigotted Proteflors of the ſeveral di- 
ferent Religions among them may hz ppen,tor their own difftcrentends, to 
foment in the minds of their ſeveral Ditciples ; and how far ſoever Core 
ruption may, now and then, creep into the Adminiſtration of their pub= 
lick Aﬀairs ; (from which Evil they are not altogether exempted, no 
more than ſome ot their Neighbours) Yet {ll (I muſt fay) Thave, upon 1 
all Emergencies whatſoever, obſerved tuch a Noble (I had almolit faid 
Peculiar) tranknels of temper, firmnels and conttancy of Retolution, 
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and undaunted Courage in the Main-body of that Nation, for re&ifying 
all publick Male-Adminiftrations of any kind, that they commonly lay 
alide all other conſiderations whatſoever, to ſupport and maintain their 
natural and lawful Rights (very emphatically comprehended in that of 
Liberty and Property) at the outmoſt of perils, againſt all Forreign and 
Pomeſtick Invaders of the fame: And this indeed is the true Rea- 
ſon, why of all People Living, I ſhould covet their Freindſhip moſt, 
and, upon equal- terms, to be one undiftinguiſt'd People with thein. 
But ?tis a common and true ſaying, That Gold it ſelf may be bought roo 
dear : For if theit Freindſhip be not to be purchaſed otherways than 
by an abſolute ſurrender of our Independency; And if they think 
that none other of the Brittiſh Monarchy ſhould live in a ſtate of 
Liberty, or enjoy any ſhare of the common advantages of Forreign- 
Trade or Home-ManufaQtories, but themſelves; I ſhall humbly beg 
leave todeclare my ſelf ſo far, as to bequeath my MalediQtion ( if it 
wereat my dying minute) to any of my Kindred, Friends, or Allies, 
or any other Scotch-22a7 whatſoever, who {hall ever yeild or conſent to 
cloſe with them upon any ſuch terms. 

Let us but reflect a little upon the Reaſons, why our Anceſtors Names 
are ſo Honourably Recorded, both by our own and Forreign Hiſtorians 
Was it not for having at all times, in all Ages, and atall Perils, nobly 
maintained that Liberty and Independency of which I now treat ? Yes 
certainly: And muſt this then be the fatal period of time, wherein we 
are to be Chronicled for being ſotzmely the ſervile Inſtruments of putting 
an end to our ſo much once boaſted-of Liberty? No, GOD forbd. 

And in refleQting upon the many noble and brave Actions of our re- 
nown'd Anceſtors, I cannot forbear to give a little hint of that notable 


and famous Letter ſent in the year 1320 to Pope John, under the hands 


and Seals nf anr Nobility, 1n nam themioelna --4 ko achosr Barons, 
and Frec-holdere, -- ics their Vallals, and all the Inhabitants of this 


Kingdom : Wherein after having expoſtulated about the man 
Abules and AQs of Violence committed againſt them by the Ez- 
gliſh, as being the occaſion ofthe War that was then between the Two 
Nations, they expreſs themſelves in the following words. A quibus ma- 
lis innumeris, ipſo juvante, qui poſt vulnera medetur & ſanat, liberati ſumus 
per Serenifſimum Principem, Regem & Dominum noſirum, Dominum Rober- 
tum, quz pro populo & Hereditate ſuis, de manibus Inimicorum liberandis, 
guaſt alter Maccabzus, aut Joſue, labores & tedia, inedias & pericula, leto 
Suſtimuit animo : Quem etiam Divina Di/, poſitio, & juxta Leges & Conſuetudi- 
nes noſtras, quas uſque ad mortem ſuſtinere volumus, Juris ſucceſſio, & debi- 
tus noſtrorum omnium C onſenſ? as & Aſſenſas, noſtrum fecerunt Principem at= 
que Regem: Cui, tanquam ilit,per quem Jalus in Populo fatta eft, pro noſtra 
Libertate tuenda, tam Jure quam Meritis tenemur, & volumus in omnibus 
adherere : Quem: ſs ab mceptis de(iſtet (Regi Angloram aut Anglicis nos aut 
Regnum noſlrum volens ſubjicere) tanquam Inimicum noſtrum, & fui noftri- 
gue Juris ſubverſorem, ſtatim expellere niteremutr ; & alin Regem noftrum, 
qui ad defenſionem no5tram ſafficiet, faciemus: | Quia quamain Centum vivs 
remanlerint, nunquam Anglorum Domino aliquatenus wvolumus ſj ubjug art : 
Non enim propter Gloriam, Divitias aut Honores Pugnamus, ſed propter 
Libertatem /o/ummodo, quam nemo bonus niſi ſimul cum vits amittit. &. 
Here 
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Here any one may fee, throughout the whole ſtrain of this [ etter, 4 
moſt lively repretcntation of Heroick Virtue and Magnanimity or 
Spirit, equal to any thing that ever wes pled in the Roman Senate, in 
behalf of Liberty: For, amongſt many other notable Declarations, 
They poſitively Declare, That ſo long as 4 hundred Scorch-men remain d 
al:ve, they never would, upon aily account whatſoever, ſubjett themſelves to 
the loak or Dominion of the Engliſh; az withall, that they fought not for 
Glory, Richesor Honour, but for Liberty only; which ( ay they) no good 
Man will part with ſooner than with his Life. 

There are ſeveral Authentick Copies of this Letter yet extant, not 
- only in privathands, but in publick Regiſters alſo; and may be ſeen at 
larg< in Sir George Mackenzit's Treatiſe of Precedexcy, prefix'd to that of 
his Herauldry: It was dated at the Abbacy of Aberbrothock,the 6th Day of 
April, in the 15/þ year of the Reign of their then worthy and moſt va- 
lianr Soveraign, King ROBERT the BRUCE; and in the year of 
our LORD GOD 1320. | 

Then it was that Scotland had a name,and weighed more than its appa- 
rent proportion in the Ballance of Exrope, when even the moſt Porent 
of its Neighbouring Princes and States courted its Freindſhip and Alt- 
ance, by ſending Pompous and Expenlive Embaſſies hither for that - 
effet : France could in thoſe former Ages find its account in Bribing our 
Freindſhip, by a general Act of Naturalization in our favours; Adopting 
at one daſh, all this Kingdom, to all the priviledges of its own Natives, 
(a tavour never betore,nor [ince,granted to any other Nation) making the 
Sons of our Nobility ſometimes Conſtables, and ſometimes Mariſhalls of 
of Frazce: Yea our Noble Family of Doaglas alone, produced more 
Chief-Generals in Forreign parts than any three of the moſt renoun'd 
Families of Ancient Rowe; Nor was that proud City exempted from 


the terror oft bowing under ſome of them. And even within theſe x50 
Years lait palt, the Emperour Charles the V, in the very zenith cf his 


Glory, had {ſuch an opinion of the Valour and Power of the Scors, / tho?, 
at that time, they wanted a Head, it beingin the Infancy of Queen Mary 
who was then but Eight years Old) that in a Letter trom Flanders to kis 
Council of State in Spain, he thanked G O D, that he had at lat concluded 
a Peace with the Scots, and could thereby be at the more freedom to proſecute 
his other deſigns &c. Andat is very obſervable that, during that Treaty 
of Peace, the only Article that ſecm'd to obſtruCt it was, thar the People 
ot Flanders and Hollazd inſified upon, having Reſtitution made to thenx 
of all the Ships that the Scots had taken from them during the War, 
which (zs Lef/ly Writes) were very many: To whichthe Lord Erskize 
2nd Hcnry Sxclare Tean of Glaſgow, and one of the Senators of our Col- 
ledge of Juſtice, being Plenipotentiaries for Scotland, would by no 
means yeild ; in reſpect that the tormer, together with the Portuguize, 
were the firſt Aggreſors, in having, in time of Peace, violently ſeiz- 
ed and detain'd icveral Merchant-Ships belonging to Scor/aud, which 
was the occaſion of the War; and that what the Scots did, was only by 
way ot Reprital : So that at laſt they paſt trom any further iafiſting upon 
the ſaid Reſtitution, and concluded the Peace withour it. 

Good GOD! What a Generation of Pigmies are we now dwindled 
into? How tar are we degenerated from that Virtue and greatneſs of 


Soul, 
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Sonl, for which your Anceſtors Names are ſo honourably Recorded in 
the Annals of Harte ? How little do moſt part of the Inheritors of their 


Poſſeſons {tudy to inherit their Virtue and Merit? For really to ſee but 
a juſt compariſon run between the Nobility of thoſe former Ages, and 
ſome of their preſent Lineal Succeſlors, were enough ro makeany thinking 
Man have very odd conceptions concerning Py:h2g0745's opinion about 
the Tranſmigration of Souls. It looks almoſt like a Dream ( conſidering 
our preſent State) when we read in Story, how that ior a courle of many 
years together, we aQually maintain'd a Warat Sea,againſt Portugal, Hol. 
{and and Flanders to advantage; in io much that Az4rew Bartay Com- 
mander of one of our Ships, ſcouring along the D#tch Coaſt in the be- 
ginning of that War, had taken an incredible number of the Enemie's 
Privateering Ships, and made ſucha {laughter amongſt them that (as 
Biſhop Le/ly writes) he ſent home many Barrels tull of their Heads as a 
Preſent to King James the 475. his then Soveraign, And even about the 
time that King James the 6th went firſt into E-2/a7d, *tis {a1d, that (be- 
ſides {mall cratt) we had Fifteen of as tall Ships as any that were then in 
Europe, Nor will this ſeem incredible to any that will but conſider 
what a vaſt improvement Ezpland, Holland and France have made in 
Shipping fince that time, while we have been going backward,ſtill more 
and more, and that (T may freely venture to ſay) chictly, if not only, 
by reaſon of our Shamm-Union wich Ez2/4z4 in the year 1603. Yea, Sir 
Joſiah Child, in oneof his Diſcourſes upon Trade 1s fo ingenuous, as to de- 
Clare, that an Ancient Gentleman of his Acquaintance remembred the 
time, when there-were but Three Merchant-ſhips in all Ezz/and of 300 
Tuns burden cach, or upwards. 

I confeſs it is no deſirable wiſh to be in a ſtate of War with any Nati- 
on, and much leſs with ſo near and powertul a Neighbour as Ezglazd is 
tO us; and may LI never live to ice a Ruprure between 'T'wo Nations 
whoſe Intereſt ought, indeed, for the good of both, to be conlidered as 
one, if the Wiſdom of both ſhould think fit to unite upon equal condi- 
tions, which I have often wiſl'd, as beleiving that to be the only means 
by which both the one and the other can ſecure to themſelves a laſting 
Happineſs and Safety,againſt all Forreign Powers, and inteſtin Diviſions. 
But fince all parties are not as yet agreed about that matter, I ſhall beg 
leave here to obſerve, what is indeed already but to well known to every 
thinking Scotchman, that England has at all times got, and ſtill muſt get, 
infinitly by the Freindſhip of Scorland, beyond what Scotland ever got, 
or can reaſonably expe, by that of Enmgiand: And the Engliſh are fo 
ſenſible of it, and of the evil conſequences that would attend a Rupture 
with us, that I dare pawn my Life on't (if Thada thouſand Lives in one) 
that the moſt conſiderate and thinking People among them, would rather 
break out with the moſt powerful Narion in Ezrope, than with us, who 
are upon the fame Continent with them, and conſequently the more 

angerous Enemy ; how big ſoever they may look, when they ſee how ea- 
fily many of our leading Cards have been ſhuffled and packr at any Court- 
Game, turning up whatever they pleaſed to be Trump, in ſo much that 
Thaveoften ſeen even the SpeRators bluſh at 1t. 
There are ways enough to maintain our Independency without run- 


ning ſo faſt upon the deſperate remedy of a War, as ſome would 
| fooliſhly, 
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fooliſhly, and others deſignedly, ſuggelit to be the neceſſary conſequence 
of ſtanding our ground : Let but the great Council of the Nation, our 
Parliament, meet once a year, and be Triennially Elected, as in our 
Neizhbour-Nation ; Let there be ſome well digelted Law rade con- 
cerning the neceſſary qualifications of {uch as are to {erve in Parliament, 
and the manner of their Election, fo as to ſecure againſt thoſe inconve- 
niencics, that were ſo much complain'd of in Ezg1/:2, during King Charles 


the IPs long Parliament. Let them but begin every Seſſion with the Re- 
dreſs of Greivances, andEnacting of good and wholeſome Laws, forthe. 


{ſecurity of Liberty and Property, and encouraging of Trade and Manu- 
factories, before they haſtily put their hands into their Neighhours 
Pockets ; Let them have a {trict eye upon the behaviour of all thoſe in 
publick Truſt; and whenever they find any one tripping, let him be 
very leverely puniſhed 2» terrorem, without reſpect of Perſons; Let Per- 
ſons of Merit and Integrity be duely rewarded, even by order of Par- 
liament, for the' encouragement of others to tollow their virtuous Ex= 
amples. 

—— Cs ea Virtutem amplettitur ipſam, 

Premia ſj tollas? 

And when once thoſe Rules are duely obſerv*d, and put in Execution, 
many other good-ones mult neceſlarly tollow ; and then not only will the 
Peoplelcok with a wiſhing Eye upon the approaching of every: new Seſ 
ſion, inſtead of dreading it, as I have known them do,ever ſince I can re- 
member; but (my lite tor it) our Neighbours of Ez2/2zd alto will be then 
ſo far trom offering to encroach upon our Priviledges, that they? quick. 
ly ſee, and find it their Intereſt ro court our Freindſhip, as much as we 
now wiſh for theirs ; tho*, as matters have been mannaged for a courſe 


of many years paſt, they can think of nothing leſs than, by degrees, to 
drive us to rhe {ame Grate of Rnhſervicucy ad they lave lrelangd, (a COn- 


quer'd Nation) at : which, I am fure, no true Scorchmaz that has an 
juſt notion of Leberty, and that is not blinded with a little Narrow-SouPd, 
Mercenary, Selfiſh-principle, can think of, but with horrour and indig- 
nation:Nor is it an unreaſonable thought to ſuppote, that the chief reaſon 
why ſuch ſtrenuous Aﬀflertors of their Liberty as the Engliſh are, do not 
cloſe with us, all this time, is becauſe they may poſſibly be loath to endan<- 
ger their own Liberty, by herding with -people of ſuch flexible, {ervile, 
and {laviſh tempers, as we may jultly be branded with, for acquieſcing fo 
tamely to ſuch treatment as we have frequently mett with. And left that 
the hood-wink'd and deluded multitude ſhould think that this is only 
talking at random, and without Book, I ſhall give ſome few inſtances of 
a great many Caſes wherein the Ezgliſh have, under the ſhadow of the 
Shamm-Union abovemention'd,ufurp'd thePriviledge of treating us even 
worſe than if we had been a Conquer'd Province. T1. Their Men of 
War have,for a courſe of ſeveral years paſt, preſs'd our Seamen with a 
high hand wherever they mett with them, whether on Board of our own, 
or of Forreign Ships, under the notion of being (forſooth) Subjes to 


the King of Ezelazad, tho? it be well known that weare not his Subjects as 


ſuch, but only as he is King of Scotland; and tho?, at the very ſame time, 


. they take ſpecial care to treat us, at the Cuſtom-houſe, and upon the Ex- 
change of Loxaon, and in their Plantations, not only as Forreigners, 


but 
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but that too,with a particular mark of diftinAion ; yea in their very publick 
AQs. However, Mum tor that, Mazet alta mente repoſtum,and as every Dos 
has his Day; So thencxt enſuing Century may poſſibly produce Effects 
which may perhaps convince ovr Neighbours, that they are not altoge- 
ther infallible in their Politicks, 249. They have, during the laſt War, 
not only taken and made prize of {everal of our Ships coming from 
Fraxce with Wine, which I ſhall not inſiſt upon, but have alſo preſump- 

uoully tzken upon them ro Judge and Condemn, at the O/d-baille, 
ſome of our Country-men, taken on board of thoſe Ships, as if chef} had 
been SubjeAs of Exgland ; tho?, beyond all peradventure, how guilty 
ſoever, they ought to be tryed in Scotland only, and that by the Law of 
their own Country, eſpecially ſince it was maniteſt, that they were no 
Reſidenters in Ezgland, nor ſomuch as touch'd init ſince the War, until 
they were dragg'd into it by force. 3/0. They have allo, during the 
laſt War, (contrary toall Law and Right Reaſon ) violently taken and 
made prize offome Ships, even out of our very Rivers and Harbours; and 
when, upon Complaiat thereof to the Privy Council here, they had taken 
courle therein, and written a diſcreet Leiter tothe Admirality ofExolaxd, 
Expoſtularing about that matter, and ſignifying that arty Prize challenged 
within our own Rivers and Harbours,fell properly under the cogniſance of 
ourown Admirality only ; The Admirality of Ezgia#s (as Iam inform'd ) 
were ſo civil (forſooth) as to return a Bantering, Galliarding Anſwer, 
with theſe and ſuch like Expreſſions: That they kuew no ſuch Town 
as the Town of Eli in Scotland ; They knew no ſuch thing as a Scotch Adni- 
rality &c, There was Impudence with a Witneſs. 4#0. When upon the 
Faith of an A&@ of our Parliament, paſs'd with as much deliberation, 
Solemnity and Unanimous a Suffrage, as perhaps any ACt that paſs'd in 
Scotland {fincethe memory of Man, together with His Majeſties Letters pa- 
tent under the Great Seal of thio Kingdom Purſnant therenntao, far Efta- 
bliſhing our Inadiaz and African Company, the {aid Company ſent certain 
Deputies and Commiſſioners to Hamburgh,to Negotiate their Aﬀairs there, 
and to enter into ContraQs, and particular Treaties of Trade, with ſeveral] 
Inhabitants of that City ; Sir Paul Rycaut the Exgliſh Relident there, as alſo 
Mr. Creſſet Envoy Extraordinary at the Courts of Lunenbargh, and Pleni- 
potentiary from Ezglars at the Treaty of Pinenberg, gave ina Joints 
Memorial to the Senate of the ſaid City, not only diſowning the 'Autho- 


Tity of the ſaid ACt of Parliament and Letters Patent, butalſo threatning 


both Senate and Inhabitants, with the Kingsoutmoſt diſpleaſure, if they 
ſhould countenance or join with our Nation in any Treary of Trade or 
Commerce. Theſe are but ſome of many more inſtances that could 
be given of our Neighbours encroaching daily, more and more, upon the 
Priviledges and Independency ofthis Kingdom ; and may juſtly be quot- 
ed, 40 or 5o Years hence,as other kind of precedentsto prove their Supe- 
riority over us, than the fabulous and groundleſs Allegations of ſome of 
their Hiſtorians, That the Kjzgs of Scotland were ( torſooth) Homagers to thoſe 
of England. Theſe are all Mattersof FaQt done openly and above board, 
and our publick Miniſters were ( as I amcredibly intorm'd)) made ac- 

vainted with them. However all that I ſhall ſay to the matter 1s, that 
it ſhall be a part of my Litany as long as I live: From all ſuch Miniiters 


and Guardians of our Laws and Liberties, as can contentealy recetve ther 
Penſions, 
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